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Serial Number

#97-98--28

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
BILL
Adopted by the Faculty Senate
TO:
FROM:
1.

President Robert L. Carothers
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
The attached BILL, titled The Three Hundred and sixty-Second
Report of the Curricular Affairs Committee:

Proposal to Change

the Name of the College of Resource Development to the College
of the Environment and Life Sciences
is forwarded for your consideration.
2.

The original and two copies for your use are included.

3.

This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on
1998.

4.

After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval
or disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of
Governors, completing the appropriate endorsement below.

5.

In accordance with Section 10; paragraph 4 of the Senate's By-Laws,
this bill will become effective
May 14, 1998
, three weeks
after Senate approval, unless:
(1) specific dates for implementation
are written into the bill; (2) you return it disapproved; (3) you
forward it to the Board of Governors for their approval; or (4) the
University Faculty petitions for a referendum.
If the bill is
forwarded to the Board of Governors, it will not become effective
until approved by the Board.
April 24, 1998
(date)

April 23,

~on

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
ENDORSEMENT
TO:
FROM:

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
President of the University

Returned.
a.

Approved

b.

Approved subject to final approval by Board of Governors

c.

Disapproved

YMe~!'ld

President

~ .

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
April 3, 1998
Faculty Senate Curricular Affairs Committee
Three Hundred and Sixty-Second Report
Proposal to Change the Name of the College of Resource Development
to the College of the Environment and Life Sciences
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
ABSTRACT

The Curricular Affairs Committee approved the proposal to change the
name of the College of Resource Development to the College of the
Environment and Life Sciences. This proposal was initiated by the
faculty members of the College of Resource Development.
BACKGROUND

The proposal to change the Name of the College of Resource Development
to the College of the Environment and Life Sciences was reviewed under
the process established by the Faculty Senate in 1996. Under these
procedures, the CAC served as a coordinating and review committee and
asked the Joint Educational Policy Committee, the Council of Deans,
the Graduate Council, and the Council for Research to review the
proposal and make recommendations.
In her March 20, 1998 memorandum to the CAC on behalf of the Joint
Educational Policy Committee, Provost Swan reported that after
discussion at their meeting of March 19, 1998, the JEPC "unanimously
endorsed the name change."
The Council of Deans reviewed the proposed name change on March 4,
1998. Provost Swan reported in her memorandum of March 17, 1998 to
CAC Chairperson Kahn that with the exception of one dean, all voted
affirmatively to approve the change. Provost swan said that the
deans' discussion centered on the following:
1.

Someone suggested that the College might be called the
College of the Environment and Applied Life Sciences.
Dean Leinen explained that many of the researchers in the
current College of Resource Development conduct basic as
well as applied research.

2.

Most felt that any name was better than "College of Resource
Development."

3.

The issue was raised that students might be confused if they
were looking for life and biological sciences.
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David Taggart explained that prospective students do not
look for colleges, they look for majors. They will look for
phrases such as biological sciences, plant sciences, etc.
The name of an individual program is more important than the
college where it is located.
David Taggart noted that currently we no longer list our
programs by colleges because students have no interest in
such listings.
The Graduate Council included the proposed name change as an item on
the Agenda for their meeting of March 20.
It was reported in the
Minutes that the Council declined to approve this. Subsequent
clarification of the Minutes explains that the Graduate Council
declined to take any action with regard to the name change.
The Curricular Affairs Committee received no comment from the Council
for Research.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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RECOMMENDATION
The Curricular Affairs Committee approved the following proposal to
change the name of the College of Resource Development to the College
of the Environment and Life Sciences at its meeting of March 30, 1998.
It is now presented to the Faculty Senate for approval. The proposal
is in the format required by the Board of Governors for Higher
Education.
UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
PROPOSAL TO RENAME THE COLLEGE OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
AS THE COLLEGE OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND LIFE SCIENCES
PROPOSED ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE
A.

GENERAL INFORMATION

1.

Name of Institution:

The University of Rhode Island
2.

Name of Administrative Unit Involved:

College of Resource Development
3.

Title of Proposed Organizational Unit:

College of the Environment and Life Sciences
-24-

C.A.C. #362--98-4-3
4.

Intended Date of Organizational Change:
July 1, 1998

s.

Anticipated Date for Granting First Degrees

N.A.
6.

Intended Location of organizational Unit:
Kingston Campus of the University of Rhode Island

7.

Description of Institutional Review and Approval Process:
Date Approved
College of Resource Development

11/26/97

Curricular Affairs Committee

3/30/98

Faculty Senate

4/23/98

President of the University
Board of Governors
8.

summary of the Proposed organizational Change:
The College of Resource Development shall be renamed the College
of the Environment and Life Sciences

9.

Resources Required:
This reorganization/name change can be implemented with no
additional resources.

10.

Signature of President:

11.

Persons to be Contacted during the Review:
Margaret Leinen, Interim Dean
College of Resource Development
874-2957

Blair Lord, Vice Provost
University of Rhode Island
874-4408

B.

RATIONALE
The "College of Resource Development" dates back to the founding
of the Rhode Island State Agricultural School in 1888 when the
Morrill Act of 1862 authorized states to establish land grant
colleges with federal funding for instruction in agriculture and
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the mechanic arts. The Rhode Island State Agricultural School
evolved to the Rhode Island College of Agriculture and Mechanic
Arts in 1892, Rhode Island State College in 1909, and the
University of Rhode Island in 1951; with the "Agriculture School"
becoming a College of Agriculture in 1951 and the College of
Resource Development in 1969. These name changes reflect the
evolution from a traditional agricultural school to a college
which worked more in the natural resources of both the land and
the sea.
The instructional, research, and outreach activities of the
College have continued to move toward an environmental, marine,
and coastal focus as programs were developed to meet the
challenges of a coastal, urban society.
In addition, many of the
programs in the departments of Plant Science; Fisheries, Animal,
Veterinary Science; Food Science and Nutrition; and Natural
Resources Science are pertinent to the life sciences. The
proposed new name of the College more clearly reflects the
programs that the College is currently involved in and the
direction that we will continue to build upon in the future.
C.

INSTITUTIONAL ROLE

This change is consistent with the President's and Provost's plan
to direct our major efforts toward one of the University's focus
areas. The mission statement of the College of the Environment
and Life Sciences is consistent with the principles of the Marine
and Environmental focus.
Our reorganization creates better
visibility for our programs and enhances our ability to take
advantage of opportunities for new initiatives. We would be in a
better position to interact with other entities on campus as we
direct our efforts and programs to meet the goals of the Marine
and Environmental focus.
D.

INTERINSTITUTIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

This change would not have any projected impacts on any other
higher education institution in Rhode Island or New England.
E.

CONTENT

This reorganization/name change does not involve any changes in
content.
F.

EVALUATION

The implications of this name change will be monitored and
evaluated by the faculty and administration within the College,
with input from other affiliated programs and stakeholders. The
faculty in consultation with the dean will make appropriate
recommendations to the Provost regarding the effectiveness of
this change as well as any future revisions to the structure of
the college.
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